
,ujkmvv kfk vubgv ,kudx - (dn 'k) stn stn ahtv .rphu
     i ka u,rnht thv vgusiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv'wohbck inhx ,uct hagnwa (lk lk ,arpc) 

ubhchu 'ovc ubbuc,h ovhrjt ovhbc oda hsf 'ovhagn kf vru,v vc,f ogyv vznu
rat lrsv hvn ov od ubhch lf lu,nu 'ovh,ukugp kfk ,uchxv od ,utrenv lu,n
vru,vaf od /otruck ohhumr ov od uhvh ztu 'trucv ,sucgc ov od ujhkmhu ufkh vc
ihcvk hsf vhrcsc ihhgba v,mr 'ohausev ,uctv ka hnadv o,jkmv kg ,rpxn
vru,v /ubh,jkmvk od vchx uz vhv, vfzb ot hf 'lfk ufz v,chxca rcsv hvn
vznr vru,va epx ihtu 'kusd raugc ufza lht ,uctvn t"fc ubk ,rpxn
t,ghhxk ubt ohfhrm okut 'oraugk orudv vhv ovn t"f kmt vh,uch,cu vh,uh,utc
lfk vfza dhavk ubhfz ift ubhct cegh kmt itfu 'vh,uzhnr dhavk hsf thnas
'ws«t"n s«t"nw v,hv vzk vchxvu wahtv .urphuw :cu,fv arp,h lfu 'u,ub,uubg ,ufzc
oburfz ubhnfj iuakc ohtura unfu 'vubgv kg ohznur ws«t"n s«t"nw ,uch,v hf 'vubgv
huv s«t"n s«t"nw :(s 's ,uct) urntu uz vch, if od ukhpfv vubgv kg urcsafa 'vfrck
vrunv 'wv%nw thrynhdc thv hf 'vubgv kg ,znur ws«t"nw ,ch,a ubtmn sug /wjur kpa
tyck ubhbumrcfa 'wost tvh okugkw ,kp,c ohrnut ubta unfu ',uhxptu kuyhc kg
vznr ,tzku /wudu wubhhj vn ubt vnw ohrnut ubtv"c trucv ,uksd kun ubh,uhxpt ,t
/wahtv .urphuw uc ohhe,ba ubhct cegh vfz ws«t"nwc znrbv wvnwv ,ufzca 'itf vru,v

ohtura unf 'uapbc sutn vgucy v,hv vubgv ,shna cegh kmt ubt ohtur iftu    
'wudu w,ntv kfnu ohsxjv kfn h&T"b«y%ew :rnta (th 'ck) jkahu ,arp ahrc ikvk
'h"ark uk vaeuvu] 'whng ,haga ,ntvu ohsxjv hsh kg h,uhfz uygn,bw :h"arhpu
h"g 'uh,uhufz uygn,b lhtvu 'i,arp ahrc vcuy vcrv lf kf v"cev uk jhycv hrva

 

lrsc hbrnau hsng ohekt vhvh ot rntk rsb cegh rshu
/// lkuv hfbt rat vzv - (f-jf) rmhv ,njkn ,sucg ihbgc

    aiiii,,,,bbbbuuuuhhhh    oooouuuuddddrrrr,,,,wvs trnhn hvh iht rnhnk ohhe cegh ohheu" :t,ht vz euxp kg 
tbts ihsv tjrutc t,hrg hukhdu vtrfub tbjkup htfz ost ,ufhpan hbbryhu hsgxc
rsb cegh rshu" :[i,buh r,fn] oudr,vu /"auckhnk uxfu kufhnk ojk hk i,hu khzt
hukhdu 'vrz vsucg 'htfz ost ,ufhpan hbrnahu hrzgc wv ka urntn hvh ot runtk
ubhct cegh hrv /"auckk sdcu kuftk ojk hk i,hu lkuv hbta ,tzv lrsc ',uhrg
,ufhpau ,uhrg hukhdu vrz vsucgn ',urunjv ,urhcg wdvn urunaha ,"havk kkp,v
v"cev ,tn aecn ubhct cegha vn uvz 'if,hv 'vz kg ohaen aha h,htru /ohns
ova ubh,ucta ,gsv sg vkgha smv vn ',urunj ,urhcg hbv kg rucgk rafh tka

/,urhcg hbv kg rucgk kafh ohrund ohehsm
',uctv uhv ohausev ,uctva ogyv vbvs 'urehgn ,ugy vz wues 'vzc yuapvu    
rnuk ,ugyu /ormh kg urcd,v ovu 'grv rmhv ,ukucj, ugsh ova ouan ubhhv
rmh hkc ,uhjk vkgn oua vz ihta /kkf grv rmhovk vhv tk ohausev ubh,ucta
rtucn tkt 'sug tku /grv rmh hkc ,"hav ,t sucgk kkf iuhxb oua ihta 'grv

arpn vzku 'uk jycuva cuyv huchr ,nugk ov ygn hrv 'vf sg vfza ohsxjv
hk ourdhu 'tyjc h,fkfk,b hb,jycvan tna trh hbt lfkw [:rnuk cegh iuuhfa
epx iht hf 'vhv jur kpa vnf snk v,t ukt cegh hrcsn /wuag shc rxnvk
vcrvc vrugn v,hv ick tnyv hnunrgv ka u,mhjnc vba ohrag u,uvaa
'dk ikvk) urntc vzk znr cu,fv od 'ikufc snga epx iht odu 'ohae ,ubuhxb
kgu 'wick ,hcc usunk, jfa tka 'u,ru,c okaw :h"arhpu woka cegh tuchuw :(jh
tna aaju uhbhgc uhagn UF,z tk ihhsg 'lrc,h utruc ignk lf kf kcxa ;t
shgn vz rcs /uk jycuva vcuyv rehg ubnn sctb rcfa sg grvk lf kf v%C "r&v

/uraugu uh,ujkmv vfhanva uz thvu 'vubgc uhv okufa 'uhnh kkf kg od
vubgc udvb,h ov od ot ',urusv kfc cegh grzk inhx od runtf tuv vz rcs    
hukhnk o,rafnv thv vubgv 'ovhbhbg kfc vjkmvku raugk ov od ufzh
vmur vkhj,fkn hf 'thv lfk vcua,v 'vnk ,gsk aec, otu 'o,uktan
ubumr iht okut ',uhnadcu ,uhbjurc uh,uktan kf hsuvh aht kfk ,,k v"cev
tuv ,uthdva vn sckn hf 'vutd hshk osh kg utuchu u,grk ohruna ukt uhvha
rntw:(/v vyux) trndc t,htsfu 'k"jr vbhfav hkdr ,t ejus od tuv 'kusd tyj
hbt iht :v"cev r/n«t 'jurv ,uxd uc aha ost kf :tceug rn tnh,htu tsxj cr
'ost ka uckc cyhv vrusj vubgv ihta sug kf ifku 'wokugc rusk ihkufh tuvu
'ucck ,t ourha vchx uz vhv, tna 'uk ,,k ohmpja vcuyv kcek rafun ubht
vcuyv kfa cyhv ihcnu 'u,u,hjpc ibuc,na h"g 'vubgc unmg khdrna rjt eru
hkf vagb zt ',uthdk vchx uz ihtau 'obhj ,b,n er thv ostk uk ohfzna
.pj ota v,gn runt /ufrs ohjhkmn ohnav ina vfuzu 'vfrc ehzjvk rafun
'uh,ukhp, kucheku vjkmvku raugu vkusdk ,ufzku vfrc ehzjn hkf ,uhvk ost

/u,ukpac esv cyhv rhfh ifta sg uapb hfcbc ,ucr ibuc,vk uhkg kyun
 /sutn sg tkpb iputc ormh kg rcd,v ohausev ubh,ucta wndv hrcsc

'ovrct :iv ukt 'grv rmh ivc yka tk vaka" :(t 'zh) c"cc wndc t,ht vbvs     
wndv ,buuf ota 'ohbuatrv wevu /f"g '"kf 'kfn 'kfc :uvc ch,fs 'ceghu ejmh
ukceha vchx oua iht f"t 'grv rmh ovk vhv tk ohausev ubh,ucta uyuapf
vban 'wv erp ,uct) whb,nc ib,s vn gusha 'sug ;hxuvk ahu /o,sucg kg rfa
vnf ghsuvk okufc sngu oukav uhkg ubhct ovrct vxb,b ,ubuhxb vrag" :(wd
vrag uk vhv ubhct ovrct hrv /f"g '"oukav uhkg ubhct ovrct ka u,cj
'grv rmhv ovc yka tka vzs wndv ,buufa tnhb otu /okufc sngu ',ubuhxb
snga vzc kkfu kkf vkgn oua tfhk f"t 'kkf grv rmh ovk vhv tka ubhhv

/ohausev ubh,uctk grv rmh vhva vzn rtucn f"gu ',ubuhxb vragc
     c,fuggggsssshhhhuuuuvvvvhhhh    iiiiccccvvvvvut, ,me uckc ,ukgvk r"vmhv kfuh ehsm kf" :wndv rtck 

gdrf thva ukhpt vgr vut, uckc vkgns iuhfu ';f, uz vut, vjus tuvu 'gr ka
rhcgvk kufh ubhta 'u,ut urehbu r"vmhv uacf ,uctv kct ',me vyhka vz chaj
'uhrcsc rtucn /k"fg '"r"vmh ovc iht uktfu 'iye gdr ukhpt gr ka vut, ockc
ova iputc ormh kg rcd,v ,uctva 'wndv ,buufu 'grv rmh ovk uhv ,uctv oda
u,khp, cyhhv icun vz hpku /ovhkg vyhka oua grv rmhv vhv tku 'ormhc uyhkav

/,urhcg hbvc kuafh tka 'grv rmhvn ukhmha ,"havk kkp,va 'ubhct cegh ka

"istc hbunhr -curc tehpx epx" - When ruxht gets mixed with r,hv, if they are solids it is curc kyc (1 piece falls into 2). If it is liquid, there must be
60 times more r,hv than ruxht to nullify the tase of ruxht and consider it kyc. Earlier [:cg} the Gemara quotes a Mishnah [wz'd"p vkrg] that kyc
curc only applies to ordinary substances that are not necessarily significant. If they are considered cuaj, these items are never kyc. The ohnfj
list 6 foods that are considered cuaj and an exception, and are not curc kyc. Rashi [vaa v"s] explains: these foods are large, expensive & the
most cuaj of their species and are not curc kyc. One of the items on the list are istc hbunhr. Pomegranates that come from a place called istc.
     vsuvh wr says: If one of these istc hbunhr that isruxt (either vkrg or vnur,), falls into a pile of 10,000 ohbunhr and 1 iunhr from this pile of 10k
falls into another pile of 10k ohbunhr, the entire second group of 10k is ruxt. Even though when I take 1 iunhr out of the 2nd pile it is a tehpx epx-
because maybe the one that fell out of the first pile wasn’t the ruxt one. And even if it was, when I take one out of the second pile, maybe that is
not the one that originally fell into the first pile? So, he doesn’t hold of applying tehpx epx. iugna wr holds: If one iunhr ruxt falls into a pile of 10k
ohbunhr, they are all ruxt. If one from this pile falls into a a group of 2 ohbunhr (now totaling 3) and 1 from this group of 3 falls in to a 3rd pile, the 3rd

pile is r,un. Rashi explains: iugna wr holds of tehpx epx & even the second pile of 3 are r,un. Because when 1 fell out of the 1st pile of 10k into
the 2nd pile, it might not have been the ruxht and even if it was, the 1 coming out of the pile of 3, may not be that one. So it is a double epx &r,un.

 [arhp v"s]wxu,      points out: If the whole point of iugna wr is that he holds of the tehpx epx, then why does he need the case of a 3rd pile? In the
second pile it is already a tehpx epx? wxu, explains that we are trying to show that there is a eukhj in halacha between the 2nd pile & 3rd. The 3rd

pile may all be eaten at once, while the 3 ohbunhr in the 2nd pile may not be eaten all at once. This is because in the second pile, the iunhr we take
out is a tehpx epx maybe the one that fell out of the first pile wasn’t the ruxht and even if it was, the one I’m eating now might not be that one.
But if I eat the whole pile of 3 at once, I will certainly be eating a iunhr that fell from the first pile! That would make that iunhr only 1 epx and ruxt to
eat. f"tan one may eat the entire 3rd pile at once. This is because there is not even 1 iunhr in this pile that is not a double epx. Because maybe
the iunhr that fell into the 2nd pile isn’t the ruxht and even if the ruxht did fall into the 2nd pile, the one that fell out of it into the 3rd might not be that
one. So that one is a double epx and may be eaten and the other 2 in the pile certainly have no epx, so the entire pile may be eaten all at once.

]ijkuav hsc [yb e"x h"e wx ivf /p/a wr     asks: If iugna wr is using tehpx epx as the r,hv and not kuyhc, why does the 2nd pile need to be a total
of 3? Even if it’s just a total of 2 there is a tehpx epx on each piece he takes out? a"g. The  [wzk ,ut 'z"p ihkuj]a"tr  explains that in a (standard)
case of (hr,c sj) kuyhc, one may eat all 3 pieces at once because the f"vzd tells us that "r,hv ,uhvk ruxhtv lpvb" and the entire pile is now r,hv.
The t"car holds that only 1 piece at a time                                                                                               may be eaten, but not all 3 together. [wt wye h"c]

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev zt”l (Kedushas Levi) would say:
     “wgca rtcn cegh tmhuw - Why does the Torah say ‘Vayeitzei Yaakov’ - it should say ‘Vayeired’ - he went down, as Eretz
Yisroel is the highest point, and when he left, he went down? Rashi says Yaakov took the beauty and holiness of E”Y with
him, thus, even though he went down, since he took the kedusha with him, it was not considered going ‘down’ to charan.”

A Wise Man would say: “If you feel pain, thank Hashem! It is a sure sign that you are alive.”       
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (55)
Question: Reuven hired Shimon, a business service messenger,
to take a number of checks to the bank and deposit them. As
Shimon stepped out of his car, the checks were stolen. Reuven
does not remember all those who gave him checks for payment
and cannot retrieve his loss. Is Shimon obligated to pay?
Answer: Even though Shimon is a paid guardian [shomer
sachar] who is usually obligated for theft that occurs, here it is
different. The Shulchan Aruch (1) rules that there is no
monetary obligation for a shomer to pay unless the item has its
own intrinsic value (iunn upud). If, however, one is a shomer for
documents, like checks, even though one must do his best to
guard them from loss, he does not have to pay for a loss of such
documents. In a case of blatant negligence (vghap), there is a
difference of opinion whether the exemption still applies. The
Mechaber (2) rules that the shomer is patur, whereas the Shach
(3) argues on this, for the shomer can say that since it is a safek, I
am not going to pay (vhtrv uhkg urhcjn thmunv).  
  

      

Question: Is there any reason to pay Shimon for the part of the
journey that he did before the checks were stolen?
Answer: The halacha states (4) that there is no obligation to pay
for the service [or part of a service] until the worker swears that
he watched it properly. Here, in this case, he did not watch it
properly, and cannot swear, because a shomer sachar is obligated
to make sure he guards the item from theft and loss.
Question: Is there any way for Reuven in the future to obligate
Shimon to pay for checks or documents that he sends with him?
Answer: The Shulchan Aruch (5) writes that if they made up in
the beginning to obligate the shomer even regarding documents,
and they made a kinyan on it, he is obligated. This would be done
by Reuven giving his item or garment to Shimon to acquire by
lifting it up and in return obligating himself and his assets to this
monetary obligation. The SMA (6) explains that even though
shomrim can increase their degree of obligation without a kinyan,
on documents where there is no din of payment, a kinyan is
necessary to validate the obligation.  

       



    Rashi explains that the posuk is telling us that Yaakov only laid down that fateful night, but throughout the fourteen years
prior that he spent in Yeshivas Shem V’Eiver he did not lay down at night, even once. Such unflagging diligence in learning is
the hallmark of our Gedolim, down to our very day. For example, it is known that R’ Yoelish of Satmar zt”l, and even more
recently, R’ Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi zt”l, would not stop their learning to lay down and sleep on a bed, but preferred to
doze off as they learned. Their lives were one long unbroken hemshech of limud haTorah and dveikus to Hashem.
     It is told that R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach zt”l once went to discuss a difficult question that came up in his learning
with the Brisker Rov zt”l. A satisfactory resolution eluded them, however, and still burdened by his question, Rav Shach
returned home. In the wee hours of the morning, the Rov roused one of his sons and instructed him to go to Rav Shach’s home
immediately to relay that he had found a terutz. The son was hesitant to knock on Rav Shach’s door at such a late hour; perhaps
he was sleeping, or had himself found a solution? But the Brisker Rov told him, “You obviously don’t know Rav Shach very
well! If you did, you would know that neither of those things is within the realm of possibility! If Rav Shach had come up with
an answer to the question, he would have immediately come back here to tell it to me, so that I may sleep. If he didn’t come to
me, that means he doesn’t yet have an answer - and if he doesn’t have an answer, he is not sleeping either!”
     Indeed, the Brisker Rov’s son went and found Rav Shach pacing back and forth, immersed in his learning, toiling to find a
solution to this very question!
    Now, although this level seems beyond many of us, at least let us be misorer and learn from their ways so that at the very
least, in the time that we set aside for learning, we do not let ourselves be disturbed by anything in the world, come what may. 
     And as our Zaida Yaakov did, we too will be zocheh to bracha v’hatzlachah as a result.

      Rashi explains that specifically at this juncture, immediately after Yosef was born, Yaakov Avinu requested a permanent
leave of absence from Lavan’s employ. Chazal tell us that Yosef is Esav’s nemesis; the antidote to the power of Esav. Yaakov
was fortified with this newfound strength and was now ready to face the ultimate adversity. The Sefas Emes elaborates as
follows: v"cev gives a person kochos. These traits lie dormant inside, waiting to be brought out when needed. In Parshas
Noach, Rashi says "ohcuy ohagn ohehsm ka ovh,usku, rehg". That means that besides the typical inborn strengths one may have,
there lies in him a secret “sleeper cell”; an inner reservoir of power waiting to be activated when needed. This is called the
koach of ;xuh, to be ;hxun; pushing yourself just a little more. That is symbolized by a flame which lights up in the distance, as
the vhscug thcb says, "vcvk ;xuh ,hcu". The ability to “shtrengzich un” - to pull ourselves up by our bootstraps, is what helps us
overcome Esav, our physical and spiritual enemy. Once Yaakov had that, he was confident that he would succeed. 
    Perhaps we can be ;hxun a machshava. The realization that our progeny is a hosafa on us; a continuity of sorts. Continuing
the unbroken chain is one of the greatest weapons in our arsenal to vanquish Esav. The gentiles have a disconnect between
their generations, while we maintain a strong link. Thus, Yaakov Avinu was juyc in this realization. And maybe davka via
Yosef who personified the ultimate koach to be omed b’nisayon in the hardest of times with the uhct ka ubeuhs ,uns, was
Yaakov Avinu ready to embark on the journey to face life’s challenges. This koach of Yosef, the power to push just a bit more,
should enable us to be matzliach in both our personal trials and our communal tribulations, helping us to defeat all evils. 
    May we soon be zocheh to the Navi’s closing words in that posuk, "rcs wv hf 'uag ,hck shra vhvh tku".                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 urfz ipdf ujrphu ids uhjh
 /// iubck ihhf(j-sh gauv)

 uh,atrn oahu ouenv hbctn jehu
 /// tuvv ouenc cfahu(th-jf)

 kt cegh rnthu ;xuh ,t kjr vskh ratf hvhu
 /// hmrtku hnuen kt vfktu hbjka ick(vf-k)

/// lk h,rcs rat ,t h,hag ot rat sg lczgt tk hf /// lk, rat kfc lh,rnau lng hfbt vbvu (uy-jf)
     The following story is a testament to the power of Tefillah, a touch of ruach hakodesh, a unique depth of spiritual
sensitivity, and the quiet heroism of those who live with emunah. Years ago, a young man from Beis Medrash Govoha in
Lakewood, was in the “Shidduch Parsha”. After concluding a date with a young lady in New York City, and seeing her back
to her home, he was preparing to head out on his journey to New Jersey. The streets were bustling, the air was thick with the
hum of traffic and city life. As he waited at a traffic light, his car idling quietly, two black men suddenly cranked opened the
back doors and jumped into his vehicle. Their expressions were tense, their voices sharp. They demanded money.
    The young man, startled but composed, explained that he had no cash on him. He had come to New York for a date, not for
shopping or errands. But the men were insistent. Even frantic. They demanded cash - or else! One of them reached into his
coat, and the young man sensed the situation could turn deadly. Thinking quickly, he said, “Look, I don’t have money on me,
but I do have a very valuable jewel back in Lakewood, New Jersey. If you come with me there, I will give it to you.”
     The two assailants paused. They whispered to each other, loudly, agitatedly, weighing their options. One suggested they
kill him and take the car. The other hesitated. After a tense moment, they agreed that one of them would accompany the
young man to Lakewood to retrieve the jewel and steal the car. The other would stay behind. It was decided. 
    The remaining invader kept his gaze trained on the bochur’s neck. As they drove south to Lakewood, the young man’s
heart pounded. He didn’t know what would happen next. He prayed silently, hoping for a miracle.
    Meanwhile, back in the dormitory building of the Lakewood Yeshivah, something extraordinary was unfolding. R’ Nosson
Meir Wachtfogel zt”l, the revered Mashgiach of BMG, typically slept in a room in the dormitory throughout the week. That
night, however, he awoke suddenly. Known for his deep spiritual sensitivity, he quickly aroused a group of talmidim. 
    “One of our bochurim is in danger,” he said urgently. “We must say Tehillim right away.” The bochurim, still groggy from
sleep, didn’t question him. They gathered together and began reciting Tehillim with fervor, their voices rising in heartfelt
prayer. They didn’t know who was in danger or what was happening, but they trusted their Mashgiach.
     Back on the road, the young man continued driving, accompanied by one of the assailants who had settled in for the long
drive. He tried to remain calm, speaking gently, avoiding any sudden movements. 
    As they approached Lakewood, he directed the car towards the dormitory building. Inside, the students were still davening
when the bochur entered the dormitory building - with a tall, black stranger beside him. The hall fell silent. Some students
recognized the bochur and rushed to his side. Another discreetly called the police. The rest surrounded the black man and detained
him. Within minutes, law enforcement arrived and apprehended the assailant. The young man was safe. The story spread like
wildfire among the students, though the Mashgiach himself remained humble and reserved. It was clearly a Divine miracle.
    As time went on, the bochur continued dating and was soon engaged. (For all those who will surely ask, I do not know if it
was the same girl! Ed. Note) Of course, he invited the Mashgiach, R’ Nosson, to the wedding. On the day of the wedding, he
approached R’ Nosson with deep emotion. “Rebbi, how can I ever repay you for what you did for me that night?” he asked.
     The Mashgiach smiled gently and replied, “There is one way. You can repay me by not telling the story to others.”
      The young man was taken aback. “Everyone knows the story. But how did Rebbi know I was in danger?”
      R’ Nosson hesitated for a moment. Then he shrugged softly. “Maybe ... I had a dream,” he said.
     Those who knew him understood that this was no ordinary dream. It was a moment of ruach hakodesh, a divine whisper
that reached the heart of a tzaddik. His response wasn’t meant to mystify, it was a reflection of his humility. He didn’t seek
recognition or praise. He simply acted. Salvation doesn’t always come with thunder and lightning. Sometimes, it arrives in the
form of a gentle nudge, a midnight awakening, and a room full of men reciting Tehillim with deep emotion. (Ish L’Rayahu)          
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 ohtkyu ohseb ohseg itmv isk,u ,ukenv kt itmv unjhu(yk-k)
llllyyyynnnn: It once occurred in a bustling synagogue that a devout
Yid, fully immersed in the silent Shemona Esrei was startled
by his friend’s utterly inexplicable behavior. This prayer is
considered a deeply personal, solemn conversation with
Hashem, yet in the midst of this profound stillness, the friend
suddenly broke the concentration of everyone nearby. He
reached into his coat, pulled out a cigarette and match, lit the
tobacco and took a single puff. Then he quickly extinguished
the cigarette and tucked the remains back into his pocket.
    As soon as he took his three steps back marking the prayer’s
conclusion, the bewildered friend rushed over. “My dear
friend, what in the world was that spectacle?” he exclaimed,
his voice a mixture of shock and suppressed laughter. “We
all know that talking is forbidden during Shemona Esrei,

  

  

but to light up a cigarette? That’s a new one!”
   Embarrassed yet completely transparent, the friend confided
the truth. “Tonight, I’m flying to the Holy Land. All through
the prayer my mind kept drifting to the mundane details of
the trip. I vividly imagined myself standing at the El Al
counter. The clerk looked up and asked me the standard
question: ‘Sir, do you prefer a smoking or non-smoking
seat?’ I was in the middle of Shemona Esrei and since I could
not utter a word, I was forced to show her by taking a puff
that I preferred a smoking seat ...”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Just as Yaakov understood that the visual impressions
of the “peeled sticks” would determine the nature of his flock,
this man’s intense mental image of the airport check-in
became his reality, dictating his physical actions even in the
midst of prayer. The Baal Shem Tov zt”l is quoted as saying,
“Where a person’s thoughts are, there he is entirely.”

    Hoshea Hanavi describes Hashem’s infinite kindness to
those who adhere to His word, by stating: “They who sit in
His shade shall be revived and bring to life new grain. They
shall blossom like the vine and His scent shall be like the
wine of Lebanon.” The Medrash tells us that Hashem
elaborated on this and declared that, “He loves the names of
the converts like wine that is brought on the mizbeach.” The
obvious question is, what does one have to do with the other?
    R’ Avraham Bornstein zt”l of Sochatchov (Zera
Baruch), also known as the Avnei Nezer, explains that it is
important to establish that the mitzvah of ihhv luxhb was never
performed by the Avos. In fact, they only performed luxhb
inav. In that case, why do we perform the ritual on wine as

opposed to oil? He explains that Klal Yisroel are compared to
fine wine which comes from grapes that grow on a vine. For
just as grapes must have a strong vine to grow from, so too
Klal Yisroel must always remember their foundation - the
Avos Hakedoshim. Thus, as a rfz to the Avos, we perform the
ritual with wine as opposed to oil. So, converts who are
considered the children of Avraham Avinu are beloved by the
almighty as a result of their newfound connection to Avraham
Avinu, who stands as their new foundation in life.
   Taking a lesson from those who chose to join the Jewish
Nation despite their previous backgrounds, all Jews must
maintain that strong connection to previous generations, and
to the Avos specifically.
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