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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (55)
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Question: Is there any reason to pay Shimon for the part of the

Question: Reuven hired Shimon, a business service messenger,
to take a number of checks to the bank and deposit them. As
Shimon stepped out of his car, the checks were stolen. Reuven
does not remember all those who gave him checks for payment
and cannot retrieve his loss. Is Shimon obligated to pay?

Answer: Even though Shimon is a paid guardian [shomer
sachar] who is usually obligated for theft that occurs, here it is
different. The Shulchan Aruch () rules that there is no
monetary obligation for a shomer to pay unless the item has its
own intrinsic value (0 yaw). If, however, one is a shomer for
documents, like checks, even though one must do his best to
guard them from loss, he does not have to pay for a loss of such
documents. In a case of blatant negligence (nywa), there is a
difference of opinion whether the exemption still applies. The
Mechaber () rules that the shomer is patur, whereas the Shach
@) argues on this, for the shomer can say that since it is a safek, |

journey that he did before the checks were stolen?

Answer: The halacha states @ that there is no obligation to pay
for the service [or part of a service] until the worker swears that
he watched it properly. Here, in this case, he did not watch it
propetly, and cannot swear, because a shomer sachar is obligated
to make sure he guards the item from theft and loss.

Question: Is there any way for Reuven in the future to obligate
Shimon to pay for checks or documents that he sends with him?
Answer: The Shulchan Aruch ) writes that if they made up in
the beginning to obligate the shomer even regarding documents,
and they made a kinyan on it, he is obligated. This would be done
by Reuven giving his item or garment to Shimon to acquire by
lifting it up and in return obligating himself and his assets to this
monetary obligation. The SMA ) explains that even though
shomrim can increase their degree of obligation without a kinyan,
on documents where there is no din of payment, a kinyan is

necessgry to validate the obligation.
T DAY — 7PN AA 7oan — 0PN 1A
NS i -2m2 xeep ped’ - When moox gets mixed with ~ron, it they are solids it is 2172 Yva (1 piece falls into 2). If itis liquid, there must be
60 times more ~rvn than o to nullify the tase of oo and consider it Yva. Earlier [y} the Gemara quotes a Mishnah [3,3"s nby] that va
a2 only applies to ordinary substances that are not necessarily significant. If they are considered 2w, these items are never Sva. The oon
list 6 foods that are considered 27w and an exception, and are not av12 Sva. Rashi [nww 1] explains: these foods are large, expensive & the
most 1vwn of their species and are not 2712 5va. One of the items on the list are ymxa . Pomegranates that come from a place called ymxa.
i says: If one of these ya »wan that ismox (either noy or i), falls into a pile of 10,000 oo and 1y from this pile of 10k
falls into another pile of 10k o™, the entire second group of 10k is o, Even though when | take 1y out of the 2 pile it is a Xp>90 pao-
because maybe the one that fell out of the first pile wasn't the -nox one. And even if it was, when | take one out of the second pile, maybe that is
not the one that originally fell into the first pile? So, he doesn't hold of applying Nj>a© pav. Pwnw 1 holds: If one w1 Mo falls into a pile of 10k
o, they are all mon. If one from this pile falls into a a group of 2 o (now totaling 3) and 1 from this group of 3 falls in to a 3¢ pile, the 3¢
pile is “mma. Rashi explains: ywnw 1 holds of Nj»ap pav & even the second pile of 3 are ~rw. Because when 1 fell out of the 14 pile of 10k into
the 2 pile, it might not have been the moox and even if it was, the 1 coming out of the pile of 3, may not be that one. So it is a double pa© &,
"o [wa 01 points out: If the whole point of pwnw s that he holds of the Nj»ap pap, then why does he need the case of a 3¢ pile? In the
second pile it is already a Na© Pov? "o explains that we are trying to show that there is a m>nin halacha between the 27 pile & 3¢. The 3¢
pile may all be eaten at once, while the 3 oo in the 2 pile may not be eaten all at once. This is because in the second pile, the yw» we take
outis a NP pav maybe the one that fell out of the first pile wasn't the -noox and even if it was, the one I'm eating now might not be that one.
Butif | eat the whole pile of 3 at once, | will certainly be eating a yw» that fell from the first pile! That would make that yw» only 1 pao and mox to
eat. 5"~xwn one may eat the entire 3¢ pile at once. This is because there is not even 1y in this pile that is not a double pav. Because maybe
the Yo that fell into the 2 pile isn't the o and even if the nox did fall into the 2 pile, the one that fell out of it into the 3¢ might not be that
one. So that one is a double 790 and may be eaten and the other 2 in the pile certainly have no 790, so the entire pile may be eaten all at once.
115.9.¢ [V P'D"P 'O )N r1a] asks: If pwnw s using Xpao paw as the amvn and not /w3, why does the 2 pile need to be a total
of 3?7 Even if it's just a total of 2 there is a 90 pav on each piece he takes out? v'y. The w"N7 [%D X 39 p5n] explains that in a (standard)
case of (1na ) ;3 one may eat all 3 pieces at once because the 3"-m tells us that " Tvnd Moo 7ony” and the entire pile is now ~ywn.

am not going to pay (NN YoV YN0 NoNwIN).

The a"aw holds that only 1 piece ata time ﬁm N 1 may be eaten, but not all 3 together. [ "vp ]

D "N (2) ©XVOYN '92 MNXIPHN DY N:RY NN YW (1)
R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev z#”’l (Kedushas Lev1) would say:

OV N'N0 (6) OV (5) DY Y"1V (4) OV 7'V (3) N:NY
“yaw NN APy ’Y - Why does the Torah say ‘Vayeitzei Yaakov’ - it should say ‘Vayeired’ - he went down, as Eretz
Yisroel is the highest point, and when he left, he went down? Rashi says Yaakov took the beauty and holiness of E”Y with
him, thus, even though he went down, since he took the kedusha with him, it was not considered going ‘down’ to charan.”
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A Wise Man would say: “If you feel pain, thank Hashem! It is a sure sign that you are alive.”
Cut Away ALL distractions between you and ’1!
o \oA“" 7 We CAN! We MUST! Be M’Kabel too!
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The following story is a testament to the power of Tefillah, a touch of ruach hakodesh, a unique depth of spiritual
sensitivity, and the quiet heroism of those who live with emunah. Years ago, a young man from Beis Medrash Govoha in
Lakewood, was in the “Shidduch Parsha”. After concluding a date with a young lady in New York City, and seeing her back
to her home, he was preparing to head out on his journey to New Jersey. The streets were bustling, the air was thick with the
hum of traffic and city life. As he waited at a traffic light, his car idling quietly, two black men suddenly cranked opened the
back doors and jumped into his vehicle. Their expressions were tense, their voices sharp. They demanded money.

The young man, startled but composed, explained that he had no cash on him. He had come to New York for a date, not for
shopping or errands. But the men were insistent. Even frantic. They demanded cash - or else! One of them reached into his
coat, and the young man sensed the situation could turn deadly. Thinking quickly, he said, “L.ook, I don’t have money on me,
but I do have a very valuable jewel back in Lakewood, New Jersey. If you come with me there, I will give it to you.”

The two assailants paused. They whispered to each other, loudly, agitatedly, weighing their options. One suggested they
kill him and take the car. The other hesitated. After a tense moment, they agreed that one of them would accompany the
young man to Lakewood to retrieve the jewel and steal the car. The other would stay behind. It was decided.

The remaining invader kept his gaze trained on the bochur’s neck. As they drove south to Lakewood, the young man’s
heart pounded. He didn’t know what would happen next. He prayed silently, hoping for a miracle.

Meanwhile, back in the dormitory building of the Lakewood Yeshivah, something extraordinary was unfolding. R’ Nosson
Meir Wachtfogel z¢”’I, the revered Mashgiach of BMG, typically slept in a room in the dormitory throughout the week. That
night, however, he awoke suddenly. Known for his deep spiritual sensitivity, he quickly aroused a group of talmidim.

“One of our bochurim is in danger,” he said urgently. “We must say Tehillim right away.” The bochurim, still groggy from

sleep, didn’t question him. They gathered together and began reciting Tehillim with fervor, their voices rising in heartfelt |}

prayer. They didn’t know who was in danger or what was happening, but they trusted their Mashgiach.
Back on the road, the young man continued driving, accompanied by one of the assailants who had settled in for the long
drive. He tried to remain calm, speaking gently, avoiding any sudden movements.

As they approached Lakewood, he directed the car towards the dormitory building. Inside, the students were still davening
when the bochur entered the dormitory building - with a tall, black stranger beside him. The hall fell silent. Some students
recognized the bochur and rushed to his side. Another discreetly called the police. The rest surrounded the black man and detained
him. Within minutes, law enforcement arrived and apprehended the assailant. The young man was safe. The story spread like
wildfire among the students, though the Mashgiach himself remained humble and reserved. It was clearly a Divine miracle.

As time went on, the bochur continued dating and was soon engaged. (For all those who will surely ask, I do not know if it
was the same girl! Ed. Note) Of course, he invited the Mashgiach, R’ Nosson, to the wedding. On the day of the wedding, he
approached R’ Nosson with deep emotion. “Rebbi, how can I ever repay you for what you did for me that night?”” he asked.

The Mashgiach smiled gently and replied, “There is one way. You can repay me by not telling the story to others.”

The young man was taken aback. “Everyone knows the story. But how did Rebbi know I was in danger?”

R’ Nosson hesitated for a moment. Then he shrugged softly. “Maybe ... I had a dream,” he said.

Those who knew him understood that this was no ordinary dream. It was a moment of ruach hakodesh, a divine whisper
that reached the heart of a rzaddik. His response wasn’t meant to mystify, it was a reflection of his humility. He didn’t seek

recognition or praise. He simply acted. Salvation doesn’t always come with thunder and lightning. Sometimes, it arrives in the |
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ashi explains that specifically at this juncture, immediately after Yosef was born, Yaakov Avinu requested a permanent

"C, leave of absence from Lavan’s employ. Chazal tell us that Yosef is Esav’s nemesis; the antidote to the power of Esav. Yaakov

was fortified with this newfound strength and was now ready to face the ultimate adversity. The Sefas Emes elaborates as

R follows: 1'Ipn gives a person kochos. These traits lie dormant inside, waiting to be brought out when needed. In Parshas

Noach, Rashi says "0110 ©wyn D18 59 oM T 9%y, That means that besides the typical inborn strengths one may have,

e there lies in him a secret “sleeper cell”; an inner reservoir of power waiting to be activated when needed. This is called the

koach of qov, to be pow; pushing yourself just a little more. That is symbolized by a flame which lights up in the distance, as

"C}‘T“' the M7 N says, "Nand oy maY'. The ability to “shtrengzich un” - to pull ourselves up by our bootstraps, is what helps us
overcome Esav, our physical and spiritual enemy. Once Yaakov had that, he was confident that he would succeed.

Perhaps we can be o a machshava. The realization that our progeny is a hosafa on us; a continuity of sorts. Continuing

"C, the unbroken chain is one of the greatest weapons in our arsenal to vanquish Esav. The gentiles have a disconnect between

their generations, while we maintain a strong link. Thus, Yaakov Avinu was mv2 in this realization. And maybe davka via

d| Yosef who personified the ultimate koach to be omed b’nisayon in the hardest of times with the »ax Sw »p»7T mnT, was

Yaakov Avinu ready to embark on the journey to face life’s challenges. This koach of Yosef, the power to push just a bit more,

A% should enable us to be matzliach in both our personal trials and our communal tribulations, helping us to defeat all evils.

May we soon be zocheh to the Navi’s clgsing words in that posuk, 27 '0>2 )WY 1920 TIY PP NOY'.

1 i e 5 iy 1 | m& -m but to light up a cigarette? That’s a new one!”
(©5-%) n"rzgm ™R3 2TR) INNT 1o m‘apmn ON 1NN Embarrassed yet completely transparent, the friend confided

3 Ywn: It once occurred in a bustling synagogue that a devout
N Yid, fully immersed in the silent Shemona Esrei was startled
<& | by his friend’s utterly inexplicable behavior. This prayer is
%] considered a deeply personal, solemn conversation with

Hashem, yet in the midst of this profound stillness, the friend

(t suddenly broke the concentration of everyone nearby. He

reached into his coat, pulled out a cigarette and match, lit the

'l tobacco and took a single puff. Then he quickly extinguished
o .| the cigarette and tucked the remains back into his pocket.

As soon as he took his three steps back marking the prayer’s

""1’3 conclusion, the bewildered friend rushed over. “My dear

friend, what in the world was that spectacle?”” he exclaimed,

= %] his voice a mixture of shock and suppressed laughter. “We

all know that talking is forbidden during Shemona Esrei,

the truth. “Tonight, I'm flying to the Holy Land. All through
the prayer my mind kept drifting to the mundane details of
the trip. I vividly imagined myself standing at the El Al
counter. The clerk looked up and asked me the standard
question: ‘Sir, do you prefer a smoking or non-smoking
seat?” I was in the middle of Shemona Esrei and since I could
not utter a word, I was forced to show her by taking a puff
that I preferred a smoking seat ...”

Swna: Just as Yaakov understood that the visual impressions
of the “peeled sticks” would determine the nature of his flock,
this man’s intense mental image of the airport check-in
became his reality, dictating his physical actions even in the
midst of prayer. The Baal Shem Tov z¢’l is quoted as saying,
“Where a person’s thoughts are, there he is entirely.”
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Rashi explains that the posuk is telling us that Yaakov only laid down that fateful night, but throughout the fourteen years

3 :-"g‘ prior that he spent in Yeshivas Shem V’Eiver he did not lay down at night, even once. Such unflagging diligence in learning is
*| the hallmark of our Gedolim, down to our very day. For example, it is known that R’ Yoelish of Satmar z¢”’l, and even more

form of a gentle nudge, a midnight awakening, and a room full of men reciting Tehillim with deep emotion. (Ish L’Rayahu
amlk Uet]
WEELK?@% )'l '1?31: J‘Tl.::ﬂ Amrgummormwmv n"jvsn 17 3::n nﬂm

Hoshea Hanavi describes Hashem’s infinite kindness to
those who adhere to His word, by stating: “They who sit in
His shade shall be revived and bring to life new grain. They
shall blossom like the vine and His scent shall be like the
wine of Lebanon.” The Medrash tells us that Hashem
elaborated on this and declared that, “He loves the names of
the converts like wine that is brought on the mizbeach.” The
obvious question is, what does one have to do with the other?

R’ Avraham Bornstein zt”’l of Sochatchov (Zera
Baruch), also known as the Avnei Nezer, explains that it is
important to establish that the mitzvah of Y0 Tvo» was never
performed by the Avos. In fact, they only performed Tom
vwn. In that case, why do we perform the ritual on wine as

opposed to 0il? He explains that Klal Yisroel are compared to
fine wine which comes from grapes that grow on a vine. For
just as grapes must have a strong vine to grow from, so too
Klal Yisroel must always remember their foundation - the
Avos Hakedoshim. Thus, as a 92t to the Avos, we perform the
ritual with wine as opposed to oil. So, converts who are
considered the children of Avraham Avinu are beloved by the
almighty as a result of their newfound connection to Avraham
Avinu, who stands as their new foundation in life.

Taking a lesson from those who chose to join the Jewish
Nation despite their previous backgrounds, all Jews must
maintain that strong connection to previous generations, and
to the Avos specifically.

. | recently, R’ Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi z¢”’I, would not stop their learning to lay down and sleep on a bed, but preferred to
'| doze off as they learned. Their lives were one long unbroken hemshech of limud haTorah and dveikus to Hashem.

It is told that R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach z#’l once went to discuss a difficult question that came up in his learning

3 [ with the Brisker Rov z2t”l. A satisfactory resolution eluded them, however, and still burdened by his question, Rav Shach
=% returned home. In the wee hours of the morning, the Rov roused one of his sons and instructed him to go to Rav Shach’s home

immediately to relay that he had found a feruzz. The son was hesitant to knock on Rav Shach’s door at such a late hour; perhaps

=¥z he was sleeping, or had himself found a solution? But the Brisker Rov told him, “You obviously don’t know Rav Shach very

well! If you did, you would know that neither of those things is within the realm of possibility! If Rav Shach had come up with

‘rt,"“ an answer to the question, he would have immediately come back here to tell it to me, so that I may sleep. If he didn’t come to
w¥% | me, that means he doesn’t yet have an answer - and if he doesn’t have an answer, he is not sleeping either!”

Indeed, the Brisker Rov’s son went and found Rav Shach pacing back and forth, immersed in his learning, toiling to find a

,“ ‘"'”,\,, solution to this very question!

Now, although this level seems beyond many of us, at least let us be misorer and learn from their ways so that at the very

b %] least, in the time that we set aside for learning, we do not let ourselves be disturbed by anything in the world, come what may.

And as our Zaida Yaakov did, we too will be zocheh to bracha v’hatzlachah as a result.




